SPEECH DELIVERED BY JUSTICE SOPHIA AKUFFO (RTD)
CHAIRPERSON BOARD OF TRUSTEES COVID-19 NATIONAL TRUST
FUND ON THE OCCASION OF DISTRIBUTION OF DONATED ITEMS
TO SELECTED INSTITUTIONS / ASSOCIATIONS ON TUESDAY 26 TH
MAY,2020

Salutation

Hon. Minister of State in Charge of State Interests & Governance Authority
(SIGA),
The President, Association of Magistrates & Judges of Ghana,
All Senior Health Officials here present,
Executive Director, The Ark Foundation, Ghana
Naamℇ, Nii mℇ
Fellow Trustees and Administrator of the COVID-19 National Trust Fund,
Representatives of the Media,
Ladies and Gentlemen.

The COVID-19 pandemic has struck with such devastating force across the
world and appears to be taking different dimension in our country. So far,
six thousand eight hundred and eight (6,808) cases have been recorded
in Ghana by Ghana Health Service with two thousand and seventy (2,070)
recoveries and thirty two (32) deaths. It is disturbing to note that

the

Savannah Region which hereto fare appeared to have been scared has now
recorded its first case.
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For this reason, we strongly encourage the general public to strictly adhere
to the established social distancing and hygiene protocols including wearing
of masks. Such compliances on our part will add to to the significant
progress made by the Government in the fight against this terrible
pandemic.
Hon. Minister,
The global nature of the pandemic has caused each affected country to
take steps to combat the virus and its impact. Today, the COVID-19
National Trust Fund in fulfilling one of the two cardinal objectives of the
Fund is distributing donated items to selected institutions and associations
impacted by the novel coronavirus pandemic.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
The beneficiaries are the Nutrition Rehabilitation Centre of the Princess
Marie Louise Children’s Hospital, the Mother’s Hostel of the Paediatric
Oncology Unit – Department of Child Health, Korle-Bu, and the COVID-19
Treatment Centre Level 2 Hospital set up at Elwak Stadium. The rest are
the Association of Magistrates & Judges of Ghana, the Ark Foundation and
the Nii Odoi Kwao Family, Osu Community. We expect that the items you
are receiving today will be utilized for the purposes which in respect of
were donated. It is our fervent hope that the items will be allocated to
members,

vulnerable

institutions/associations.

and
The

needy
Fund

will

dependents
be

awaiting

in

your

from

each

institution/association a comprehensive feedback on the utilization of the
donated items.
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Ladies and Gentlemen,
The selection of beneficiaries was made through a review of all solicitation
letters received by the Secretariat. The need, size and probability of the
beneficiary being able to mitigate the impact of the pandemic on its
stakeholders were also taken into consideration. The Board of Trustees
after review subsequently approved these six beneficiaries.
We are appealing to all well-meaning individuals, groups and corporate
bodies to continue to donate to the Fund more food and non-food items
and other resources that are required to combat this pandemic.
Hon. Minister,
The Fund is today launching the application of a short code platform as
another avenue to allow individuals, general public and every Ghanaian to
contribute or donate moneys that will be required to combat the pandemic.
The platform short code is *887*100# on MTN, AirtelTigo and Vodafone
mobile networks. All donors will enjoy zero rate charges on money wallets
for the fundraising through the short code. We are grateful to I.T
Consortium Limited for the provision of this services at no fee for a year.
We also appreciate the decision of the Telcos i.e MTN, AirtelTigo and
Vodafone to zero rate the short code to support Government efforts in
combating the pandemic.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
We are also happy to announce that Ghana Revenue Authority has
confirmed that tax reliefs will be available to donors who make donations
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to the COVID-19 National Trust Fund when filling returns. This is subject to
fulfilling requirements set out in the recently published guidelines for the
implementation of tax incentives in the support of tax payers against the
COVID-19 pandemic.
We are also in the process of setting up the Fund’s procurement systems in
accordance with the Procurement Act, 2003 (Act 663) as amended by the
Public Procurement (Amendment) Act, 2016 (Act 914) to enable us
commence utilization of funds donated to the Trust, for the fulfilment of
the Trust.
Hon. Minister,
The COVID-19 National Trust Fund has so far, in addition to generous gifts
in kind (the details of which we are more than willing to share with any
interested persons), has received an amount of Fifty Million and Six
Hundred Thousand Ghana Cedis GH¢50.6million. This amount includes
cedi equivalent of Six hundred and Six Thousand Three Hundred Dollars
(USD 606,300.00) as of 22nd May, 2020.
The Fund continues to express the deepest gratitude and appreciation, and
indeed the gratitude of the people of Ghana in general to Corporate
Bodies, Churches, Non-Governmental Organizations, Institutions, Groups
and Individuals who have significantly contributed to support the effort the
Government is making to contain the pandemic and alleviate its effects.

4

Tuesday 26th May, 2020

Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the Government and Board of Trustees, I commend most
especially care givers and ambulance drivers for the indefatigable services
in providing care for persons infected with the disease. We acknowledge
the efforts of research scientists and laboratory technicians who are
working day and night in testing samples to facilitate the management of
confirmed cases. We are also grateful to our sanitation workers for the
provision of cleaning services in our hospitals, communities, markets and
other places in the fight against this pandemic. We recognize the
contributions of those MMCEs and DCEs in creating awareness and
distributing of nose masks to the citizenry aimed at containing the spread
of the disease and call on other colleagues to emulate them and do more.
Once again, I wish to emphasize that COVID-19 is real and still killing. Let
us diffuse the deception that it has turned into malaria or cholera. With
collective efforts and strict adherence to the safety protocols, we will
sustain Government robust mechanisms for enforcing the central strategy
of defeating the novel coronavirus.
May God bless Ghana and bless us all.
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